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"I  hav*  rM«nd  tin  naw*  of  the  dMtli  of  Sir  Wilfrid 
Lanriar  with  traa  rasrat.  Canada  «rill  moam  for  oaa 
who  daarly  lorad  hi*  country  and  will  rMMnbar  with 
prida  and  gratitnda  hi*  graat  powar*  of  adminiatration, 
gaaiaa  and  laadarihi|i." 

(Sifnad)  <^EORGE,  R.  I." 
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House  in  vllUfc  of  St.   Lin,  Qu*btc, 
wh»r«  Sir  Wilfrid  Uurlcr  was  born,   November  Mlh,   l|41. 
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jForetoorb 


i  ITH  reTerence  and  affectionate  re- 
gard   for    the    late    Sir    Wilfrid 
Laurier,  citizen    and    itateaman, 
and   in   the   belief   that  all  who 
loved  the    man    and    cheriah  his 
memory    desire    a    bouquet    of    the    choiceat 
flowers  from  the  garden  of  sympathetic  ex- 
pressions that  sprang  spontaneously  from  the 
hearts  of  his  countrymen  manifesting  the  uni- 
versal grief  for  him,  whose  noble  and  exalted 
ideals,  unselfish  service,  and  devotion  to  his 
country,  covering  half  a  century  of  consecra- 
tion, have  placed  him  first  in  their  affections, 
this    Memorial    Souvenir    of    tribute,   eulogy 
and  elegy,  is  presented  to  the  public 
by  devoted  friends  as  a  token 
and  in  loving  memory. 


9  ^nat  Canabtan 


ANADA'S  heart  is  heavy  today.  One  of 
her  dearest  sons  has  reached  the  end  of 
a  noble  life  and  a  great  career.  Around 
Sir  Wilfrid  Lanrier's  bier  all  creed*  and 
parties  mingle  their  tears,  for  even  those 
whose  minds  were  out  of  tune  with  him 
could  not  withhold  from  his  line  personality  their  affec- 
tion and  admiration. 

Laurier's  presence  in  the  modem  public  life  of 
Canada  has  meant  a  re-lnrth  of  the  romance  of  our 
picturesque  past.  No  dramatist  ever  conceived  a  figure 
and  a  character  more  distinctly  reminiscent  of  the  man- 
ners and  virtues  of  an  older  and  kindlier  time.  He  has 
been  a  true  knight.  In  all  the  heats  of  political  rivalry 
— where  he  insisted  on  risking  his  claims  on  posterity 
long  after  a  weaker  man  r  ould  have  retired  to  safe  en- 
joyment of  a  career  already  rounded  out  with  honor 
a-plenty — the  rapier  play  of  his  many  talents,  the  sweep 
of  his  vision,  and  the  liveliness  of  his  imagination  made 
him  appear  with  the  irresistible  appeal  of  joyous  youth.. 


Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  died  at  his  home  at  2.50  pjn. 
today,  after  a  long  and  illustrious  career.  The  last  rites 
of  the  Church  were  administered  during  the  night  by 
the  Rev.  Father  Lejeune,  of  the  Church  of  the  Sacred 
Heart,  and  the  old  chieftan  slowly  sank  thereafter  until 
the  end  came  peacefully. 

—Montreal  Star,  February,  I/,  1919. 


When  the  stroke  fell  on  Sunday  afternoon  Sir  Wil- 
frid, it  is  now  learned,  turned  to  Lady  Laurier,  who  was 
at  his  side,  saying— "Cest  finis"— "It  is  the  end." 
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:f  rom  ^i«  Hopal  Jlisdnessi  tde  Sube 
of  Connauglit 

"Duply  <l«pre»*(l  to  hur  of  tho  dulk  of  Sir  WilfrM 
Laurior.  Canada  and  tha  Empira  mourn  tba  (raat  Tolaran  and 
a  charming  parioaalilr  wlio«a  nama  will  long  ba  ramambarad  in 
tba  Dominion  ha  lovad  to  wall. 

(Siguad)  Arthur.** 

llopD  George 

Among  tho  matiagai  of  >ympatbr  racairad  by  Lady  Lauriar 
wa»  tba  following  from  Pramiar  Lloyd  Gaorga: 

"I  hoard  with  daap  ragrat  of  tba  auddan  daatb  of  your  dla- 
tinguiahad  buiband.  It  baa  baan  my  pririlaga  to  maat  him  on 
many  occasion*  whan  ba  repraiantad  tba  Dominion  of  Canada 
in  thia  country  and  I  wai  alwaya  impraiiad  with  his  graat  gifts. 
Whilst  tnio  to  tba  corn  to  his  nativa  land  and  to  his  raca,  bis 
faith  and  prida  in  tba  graat  Empira  of  which  Canada  b  part 
was  conspicuous  throughout  bis  caraar.  Man  of  all  countriaa 
will  mourn  tba  loss  of  a  graat  and  attractiTa  parsonality  and 
nowbora  will  bis  daatb  ba  mora  daaply  fait  than  in  this  country 
which  antorlainad  for  bim  a  cordial  ragard  and  admiration. 
"D.  LLOYD  GEORGE, 

London.** 

€x=$res!ibent  Zaft 

"Ha  was  a  vary  ramarkabia  man.  At  tba  baad  of  tba  Cana- 
dian goTarnmant  for  Sftaan  yaars,  ba  parformad  Ika  Usk  of 
mainUining  a  solid  party  of  Franch  and  British  Canadians 
undar  tba  Libaral  bannar  and  did  much  for  tba  adTancamant 
of  Canada.  Ha  bad  a  capacity  of  attracting  to  bim  friands  who 
followad  bim  with  intansa  loyalty  and  with  tba  graatast  ad- 
miration. Ha  will  ba  graatly  moumad  not  only  in  Canada,  but 
avarywbara.** 

tifje  ^to  Socb  acritmne 

"Among  Canadian  statasman  of  our  day  Sir  Wilfrid  Lauriar 
aasily  rankad  iirst.  Tba  Canada  of  tha  prasant  is  in  a  larga 
maasura  bis  work." 
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J^ii  Career 


Born  at  St.  Lin,  Qua,  Nov.  20.  1S4I. 

Sob  of  Carolui   and  Marcalla   (Martiaaau)   Lauriar. 

Educatad  at   parith   Bchooi   of   St.   Lin,   ProtatUnt  alanantary 

■chool  of  Naw  Glasgow,  and  L'Asiomptton  Collaga. 
Entarad  McG<'!  in   1860.  graduating  w'th  dagraa  of  B.C.L.  and 

callad  to  tha  bar  in  1S64. 

Editor  of  La  Dafrichaur  for  briaf  pariod  in  1M7,  raturning  to 
practica   of  law  at  Arthabatkavillo. 

Marriad,  1868,  Zoa  Lafontaine,  daughter  of  Geo.  N.  R.  Lafoa- 
taine,  Montreal. 

Ensign  in  ArthabaakaTilla  infantry  until  1878.  Fenian  Raid 
veteran. 

Elected  to  Quebec  Legislature,  for  Drunmond  and  Arthafaaska, 
in  1871. 

Elected  to  House  of  Commons  by  same  constituency  in  1874. 
Became  minister  of  inland  revenue  in  Mackenaie  gover:.' 
meni,  on  retirement  of  M.  Cauchon,  1877. 

Defeated  at  ensuing  by-election,  but  afterwards  returned  for 
QueSec  East. 

Chosen  leader  of  Liberal  party,  at  age  of  48,  in  succession  to 
Hen.  Edward   Blake,   1887. 

Prime  Minister  of  Canada,  July  13,  1896. 

Attended  Queei.  Victoria  diamond  jubilee,  1887;  knighted  and 
made  member  of  British  privy  council;  honorary  degrees 
from  Oxford  and  Cambridge  universities;  honorary  nam- 
bership  in  and  gold  medal  of  Cobden  Club.  Appointed 
grand  officer  of  French  Legion  of  Honor,  by  President 
Fauro. 

At  coronation  of  King  Edward  in  1002;  also  attended  colonial 
conference  and  visited  the  Pope. 

Returned  to  power  in  general  elections  of  1900,  1904  and  1908. 

At  coronation  of  King  George  and  Queen  Mary,  1911. 

Laurier  government  defeated  on  reciprocity  issue,  Sept.  21, 
1911. 

Died  at  Ottawa.  February  17,  1919. 
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Canaba'iBi  impxtsmitt  lattteu 

^b  ikmt  a  9tauti(ul  9t^  on  tDtn'td  to  ynrp 
VHUfrOi  laurier 


^  OR  two  day*  Sir  Wilfrid'*  body  lay  in  state 
in  the  temporary  Hoase  of  Common*  in  the 
Victoria  Museum,  and  forty-five  thouaand 
people  had  looked  for  the  hi*t  time  upon  the 
face  and  figure  of  one  who  had  won  hi* 
..,  way   into  their   heart*   and  affection*   by 

the  charm  of  hi*  per*onality,  by  the  nobility  of 
hi*  WMil,  and  by  the  eloquence  of  hi*  voice.  On 
the  day  preceding  the  funeral  every  incoming 
train  brought  it*  quote  of  mourner*,  men  and 
women  who  had  followed  Laurier  through  the 
lighU  and  *hadow*,  the  victorie*  and  the  defeat*  of  hi* 
political  career.  They  had  come  from  point*  near  and 
remote  to  tender  hi*  mortal  remain*  a  la*t  fond  tribute 
of  love  and  re*pect.  One  !;y  one,  or  in  group*  they 
made  their  way  to  the  Victoria  Mu*euni.  Far  into  the 
night  and  into  the  small  hour*  of  the  morning  they  etood 
in  line  braving  cold  and  *now  *o  that  they  might  look 
upon  the  face  of  the  dead  knight— then-  friend  of  many 
year*.  When  at  but  dawn  came  on  the  day  of  the  fun- 
eral and  the  door*  of  the  Death  Chamber  were  doaed, 
hundred*  more  were  gathering,  pleading  with  the  officer* 
who  atood  on  guard  outride  that  they  be  not  denied  the 
privilege  of  a  farewell  look  at  the  nation'*  Grand  Old 
Man.  And  finally  when  the  door*  of  the  bt-iMing  were 
opened,  and  Sir  Wilfrid  left  the  Hou*e  of  Parliament  for 
the  la*t  time,  the  atreeta  in  the  vicinity  were  choked  with 
a  denae  ma**  of  humanity.  Sir  Wilfrid  in  hi*  parlia- 
mentary career  had  made  man  triumphal  progres*e* 
through  the  nation'*  Capital,  imt  none  were  quite  *a 
mighty  a*  thi*.  Every  da**  in  the  community,  every 
creed,  every  political  faith,  every  walk  in  life,  wa«  rep- 
resented in  the  *eemingly  endle**  proce**ion  tliat  alowly 
wended  ite  way   through   the   crowded   thoroughfare*. 
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paat  the  «ilent  thopi  and  onply  home*,  to  the  Batilica^ 
the  centre  of  life  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Archdioceie  of 
Ottawa.  Behind  the  funeral  chariot  of  the  Old  Chief 
walked  the  repreaentative*  of  His  Majeaty  the  King, 
Cabinet  Miniatert,  Lieutenant-Governor*,  diplomatic 
repreaentative*  of  foreign  nation*,  member*  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  Hou*e  of  Common*,  Provincial  Premier*  and 
member*  of  the  Provincial  Legialature,  Juatice*  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  clergymen  repre*enting  the  great  reli- 
giou*  bodie*  of  Canada,  repreaentative*  of  labor  union* 
and  fraternal  aocietie*,  mayor*  and  deputation*  from 
Canadian  citi'3*,  profe**ional  men,  financier*,  college 
profe**or*  and  student*  and  humble  toiler*  from  *hop 
and  office  and  factory.  All  along  the  two-mile  route  of 
proce**ion  thou*ands  of  men  and  women  and  little  chil- 
dren, drawn  from  all  element*  in  the  city'*  throbbing 
life  and  from  almoat  every  city,  town  and  hamlet  in  eaat- 
em  Ontario  and  weatem  Quebec  watched  the  pa**ing 
of  Sir  Wilfrid  to  the  great  cathedral  where  Church  and 
State  united  in  the  celebration  of  a  Solemn  Requiem  for 
'he  repoae  of  hi*  *oul. 

Long  before  the  proce**ion  reached  the  Baailica  the 
gallerie*  of  the  *acred  fane  were  filled  to  capacity.  The 
only  aeat*  vacant  were  thoae  in  the  nave  and  aialea,  and 
the*e  had  been  reserved  for  the  Governor-General  and 
his  aides,  the  representative  of  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Con- 
naught,  the  Lieutenant-Governor*  of  the  Province*,  Sen- 
ator*, judge*,  commoner*,  clergy,  and  repreaentative*  of 
civic  and  fraternal  bodies. 

The  Baailica  is  a  magnificent  Gothic  edifice  that  waa 
commenced  and  finiahed  in  the  iiay*  when  Ottawa  wa* 
Bytown  and  a  place  of  minor  importance. 

It  i*  perfect  in  it*  proportion*  and  beautiful  in  it* 
interior  embellishment*.  It  will  leat  a  congregation  of 
about  2,000.  Large  a*  it  i*,  however,  it  waa  altogether 
inadequate  to  acconunodate  all  who  wiabed  to  attend 
the  funeral  aervice,  and,  a*  a  reault  thouaanda  who  had 
hoped  to  join  in  the  Solemn  Requiem  and  liaten  to  the 
eloi|uent  panegyrica  of  Sir  Wilfrid  by  Mgr.  Mathieu  and 
Father  Burke  were  obliged  to  remain  outaide. 
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The  interior  of  the  edifice  had  been  hung  in  black  and 
gold  for  the  nolenui  farewell  of  Holy  Church  to  one  of 
her  moit  gifted  and  illuitriou*  (on*.  Huge  draperiei  cov- 
ered every  iquare  fool  of  the  waU*  of  chancel  and  apu. 

In  the  sanctuary  there  wa*  asaembled  an  impoaing 
array  of  bishops  and  clergy,  including  Mgr.  di  Maria, 
Papal  Delegate;  Archbishop  Mathieu,  of  Regina;  Arch- 
bishop Roy,  of  Quebec;  Mgr.  Routhier,  of  Ottawa;  as 
•.  ■;ll  as  domestic  prelates,  mitred  abbots,  members  of 
religious  orders  and  priests. 

The  Mass  was  celebiated  by  the  Papal  Delegate, 
who  wore  the  magnificent  vestments  of  his  priestly  and 
episcopal  office. 

The  music  of  the  Mass  was  rendered  by  an  aug- 
mented choir  with  moving  effect.  Especially  beautiful 
was  Mr.  Saucier's  solo  "Adieu,"  which  was  exquisitely 
sung  to  a  harp  accompaniment  from  the  organ.  Those 
who  heard  it  will  not  soon  forget  its  pathos  and  its 
beauty. 

The  panegyrics  were  worthy  of  the  statesman  in 
whose  honor  they  were  spoken.  Mgr.  Mathieu's  ora- 
tion was  a  tribute  of  friend  to  friend,  a  glowing  eulogy 
of  the  life  and  labors  of  Sir  Wilfrid.  That  of  Father 
Burke  was  a  gem  of  Irish  eloquence.  He  spoke  with  the 
grace,  sympathy  and  power  of  the  true  orator,  grip- 
ping the  hearts  of  young  and  old  alike  and  bringing  tears 
to  the  eyes  of  men  and  women.  Seldom,  if  ever,  has 
a  more  moving  spectacle  been  witnessed  in  Ottawa  than 
thjt  which  followed  the  close  of  Father  Burke's  address. 

The  funeral  orations  concluded,  the  choir  sang  the 
Libera  Me  Domine  and  Monsignor  di  Maria  pronounced 
the  final  absolution.  Just  as  the  body  was  taken  from 
the  church  the  sun  broke  through  a  clouded  sky  as  if  to 
add  a  radiant  benediction  from  above  to  the  solemn 
obsequies  below.  The  casket  was  placed  in  the  hearse 
and  the  procession  reformed  as  thousanils  watched.  It 
passed  down  Cuigues  Avenue,  up  Dalhousie  and  out 
Rideau  Street,  while  crowds  everywhere  lined  the  side- 
walks and  gave  a  reverent  salute  to  the  dead. 
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,  RCHBISHOP  MATHIEU,  of  Repiia,  who 
for  yean  wu  ■  cloM  friend  of  Sir  Wilfrid 
Laurier,  spoke  in  French  at  the  Basilica 
•ervtce.  He  i*  a  very  forcefnl  speaker. 
Archbishop  Mathien  enlogiied  the  life  of 
Wilfrid  Laurier,  his  achievements  and  his 
works.    The  complete  test  of  his  oration  is  as  follows; 

"But  a  few  months  past,  he  for  whose  death  the 
country  is  this  day  swept  in  tears,  was  awaiting  the 
beaming  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  sun  of  his  conjugal 
union  with  the  tv^man  whose  life  was  the  bliss  of  his 


'nite  wish  of  his  numerous  friends  was  that  the  day 
be  made  a  festival  wherein  they  could  be  given  a  chance 
to  express  to  the  illustrious  jubilant  their  esteem,  respect, 
and  admiraticm.  The  occasion  would  have  been  an  ex- 
cellent ont  .Tor  them  to  recall  in  speeches  and  add*  jsses 
the  arduous  task  he  had  shouldered  for  the  welfare  of  his 
beloved  Canada,  and  the  great  part  he  had  assumed  in  its 
marvelous  development. 

"But  Sir  Wilfrid  begged  his  friends  to  desist  from 
put'.mg  that  project  into  execution,  and  on  that  memor- 
able day  his  only  design  was  to  kneel  down  in  church,  at 
the  foot  of  the  altar,  and  there,  along  with  the  distin- 
guished partner  of  his  life,  to  review  the  happy  days  of 
old,  in  the  time  of  life  when  the  brow  was  unclouded,  the 
soul  untenanted  by  disquietude,  the  heart  free  from  de- 
cq>tions,  with  dreams  of  happiness  on  this  earth,  when 
life  to  them  was  wreathed  in  smiles,  because  of  their 
limited  experience  in  it.  He  chose  to  come  and  thank 
God  for  the  manifold  favors  granted,  and  to  tender  Him 
his  deepest  gratitude. 

"There  lies  in  his  tomb,  this  day,  at  the  foot  of  the 
same  altar,  the  renowned  statesman  himself.  He  has 
gone  to  the  tribunal  of  God,  to  render  an  account  of  his 
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life.  And  impartial  history  mil  tell  future  generationt 
hit  incontettible  qualitiee  of  mind  and  iiaart.  He  i*  not 
all  in  death;  his  soul  lives  still  in  a  better  world,  and, 
well  do  I  know  it,  requests  not  that  we  extol  with  pomp 
his  great  achievements,  but  rathei  that  we  pray  with  and 
for  it  to  the  God  that  he  now  beholds  race  to  face,  and 
Whom  we  but  view  through  the  shade*  of  the  altar. 

"There  is  a  truth  that  no  one  will  ever  contest,  name- 
ly, that  Sir  Wilfrid  loved  his  country  with  passion,  that 
he  worked  with  spirit  to  foster  its  prosperity  and  devel- 
opment, that  he  always  spent  his  whole  energy  in  its  ser- 
vice, and  always  endeavoured  to  build  a  happy  lot  to 
these  that  mhabited  it. 

"He  was  bom  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  and  that 
province  was  his  beloved  one.  He  admired  the  affable 
jnd  kindly  disposed  character  of  his  compatriots,  the 
mild  manners  in  the  rural  districts,  the  happy  life  in  the 
patriarchial  families  of  the  farm. 

"For  nearly  fifty  years  he  was  the  member  for  Que- 
bec, that  city,  which  a  writer,  who  knows  how  to  give 
his  pen  the  life  of  his  brush,  depicts  to  us  as  a  casket  of 
precious  gems,  a  shrine  of  historical  relics,  a  museuf  of 
pictures,  whose  every  canvas  is  signed  by  the  Divine  art- 
ist, a  twig  from  France,  cultured  in  Albion.  That  city 
he  loved,  and  was  beloved  thereby. 

"But  he  also  loved  his  country  in  its  entirety;  Can- 
ada, on  which  God's  munificence  abounded.  And  I  re- 
member one  day  hearing  him  quote  with  as  much 
pleasure  as  conviction,  these  verses  from  our  poet : 

'1  have  viewed  the  sky  of  Italy, 
'Rome  and  her  enchanted  palaces, 
'I  sighted  our  dear  mother  country, 
'Noble  France  and  her  beauties. 
'As  each  country  1  saluted 
'From  my  inmost  heart,  i  swore: 
'Life  at  home  is  not  so  gilt, 
'But  there  is  happiness  in  store.' 
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"He  loTcd  Canada,  so  rich  in  natun'i  (iftt,  beautiful 
to  perfection,  at  our  great  Champlain  eo  pictnreequely 
expreewd  it.  He  knew  it*  wil  to  fertile,  ita  tprinii  lo 
cool,  its  dawnt  lo  pure,  and  found  pleasure  in  recounting 
the  chanm  and  tplendouri  of  it*  landscape*.  En*hrined 
in  hi*  heart,  wa*  th-  feeling  once  expre**ed  by  an  illu*- 
triou*  per*onage,  after  hi*  fir*t  vitit  to  Naple*.  Hanng 
contemplated  it*  bay,  unique  of  it*  k-nd  in  the  world, 
that  town  with  manuon*  piled  up  the  mountain  elope*, 
and  all  tho*e  church  eteeple*  which  appeared  there,  a* 
though  to  carry  up  toward*  heaven,  the  prayer*  from 
heart*  they  *liaded,  the  unoke  and  flame*  from  Veiuvious 
which  beepeak  the  omnipotence  of  God  *o  bountiful: 
'My  God,  what  mu*t  the  beauty  of  Hraven  be,  when  the 
beautie*  of  the  earth  have  reached  Mich  magnitude.' 

"And  that  much  affection  for  hi*  country,  he  proved 
by  ince**ant  toil,  action  and  devotedneu;  to  that  country 
he  con*ecrated  hi*  whole  life. 

"He  ardently  craved  for  the  welfare  of  hi*  co-citt- 
xen*,  and  alway*  worked  hi*  be*t  to  have  union  and  con- 
cord reign  over  them  and  make  them  happy. 

"He  underetood,  and  l>«nt  hi*  mind  to  make  them 
underetand,  that  we  are  nu.  bom  to  hate,  but  to  love  one 
another,  that  one  ehould  alway*  view  the  better  part  of 
one'*  neighbour  and  r.sver  lay  unto  him  intention*  he 
never  had. 

"He  felt  convinced  and  wiehed  others  to  be  *o,  that 
one  common  affection  ehould  form  all  Canadian  hearts 
into  one  heart,  the  same  devotion  that  should  animate 
them  from  the  common  weal  of  the  Mother-country; 
and  that  everyone  should  seek  happiness  in  <uch  Christian 
unity. 

"He  believed  such  union  a  possible  one  between  co- 
citizens  having  the  same  affection*  at  heart,  namely: 
love  of  God  and  love  of  country;  who*e  aepirations  for 
the  triumph  of  good  are  one. 

"None  understood  more  than  himself  that  hundreds 
of  question*  there  are  upon  which  honeat  people  have  a 
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ntht  to  differ,  and  tlw  dnir  lo  ncluiig*  fergivMMU) 
Mai  poUtical  quMlion*  ar*  to  compln,  most  el  all  in  ii 
eoimtry  tuch  •*  curt,  the  (olution  thereof  pnwticdly 
depending  upon  wch  niunbert  of  eUen  circunutancec,  it 
frequently  occur*  that  men  moved  by  the  tame  desire  of 
•ervinc  their  country,  may  not  afree  upon  the  mean*  to 
be  adopted  to  reach  that  end;  that  the  variou*  nation- 
alitie*  who  contend  for  influence  and  preponderance  on 
thi*  continent  arr  not  bound  to  a  conflict  betwewi  them- 
»elye»j  for  a*  much  a*  concurrence  doe*  not  imply 
rivalry,  *tiU  les>  antipathy,  concord  and  fuiion  are  not 
eynonymoa*. 

"Then  v.  ly  not  unite  together  rather  than  auimi- 
Ute?  Why  not  Uve  *ide  by  tide,  guarding  in  aU  it* 
purity,  even  ameliorating  the  Mood  of  the  two  grand 
nation*  that  have  written  the  page*  the  meet  gloriou*  in 
our  hi*tory7  Why  not  live  in  harmony,  bearing  in  mind 
».hat  the  greater  part  of  nation*  have  been  formed  out  of 
element*  heterogeneou*,  Ju*t  a*  thf  ir  flag*,  textured  with 
•trip*  of  *ilk  or  wool  are  *ewn  together.  Stone  and 
bncic  are  not  hi<mogeneou*,  yet  both  are  employed  m  the 
*a!ide*t  and  mo*i  monumental  conetniction*.  What  then 
i*  required  to  unite  them?    A  bit  of  cement. 

"And  the  cement  that  i*  nece«*ary  in  a  country  like 
our*,  are  the  grand  principle*  of  Charity,  Fraternity, 
Tolerance  and  Juetice,  which  have  been  brought  to  eaHh 
by  the  Man-God  HimeeU  and  which  have  regenerated 
humanity  and  can  produce  unity  where  there  i*  divereity, 
cahn  where  there  i*  trouble,  harmony  where  there  i* 
di*cord. 

"With  the*e  eentiment*  at  heart  we  will  form  the 
happieit  people  on  earth:  there  are  none  who  inhabit  a 
richer  country,  a  country  where  one  may  enjoy  a  happier 
life,  provided  that  the  inhabitant*  con*ent  to  enjoy  their 
right*  and  re*pect  tho*e  of  other*. 

"Tho*e  were  the  eentiment*  of  him  of  whom  every- 
body deplore*  the  lo**,  for  he  pa**e**ed  all  that  wa*  re- 
quired to  propagate  them. 

"He  po**e**ed  a  great  fluency  of  language,  which 
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parmiltwl  him  to  repeat  tb*  muim  IboHtht  mlethinf  it 
undar  many  different  aniecte,  eauiing  it  to  penetrate 
mere  profoundly  and  mora  anilely  the  mind*  of  hi* 
hearere.  in  the  hiatory  of  our  Canadian  Parliament 
there  i*  none  perhap*  who  ipoke  with  Mch  exactneu. 
•uch  elegance  and  auch  eloquence. 

"He  wa*  endowed  with  a  rare  integrity,  with  a  de- 
portment which  impoaed  reipect,  and  an  admirable  d!«- 
tinction  of  manner*.  He  wa*  ea*ily  approached  for  he 
wa*  humble.  'When  one  i*  in  a  high  place,'  wrote  St. 
Bemar-I  to  Pope  Eugeniu*,  'it  i*  diflicult  nd  a  little  un- 
uiual  t  to  eateem  oneeelf ;  but  the  rarer  the  ca*e,  the 
more  ts.oriou*  it  i*.'  Our  deceaaed  friend  had  a  high 
poaition  but  he  wa*  alway*  eaaily  approached  even  by 
the  pooreat. 

"Hi*  hand  wa*  of  iron,  yet  gloved  with  velvet.  The 
velvet  aoftened  the  inevitable  friction  of  hi*  firmne**, 
but  the  hand  wa*  alway*  there  to  hold  and  exerciae  true 
authority. 

"Added  to  thi*  an  undeniable  honeaty,  an  entirely 
Chriatian  and  con*equently  an  irreproachable  private 
life,  a  great  love  for  work  which  cauaed  him  to  conaidr. 
time  a*  a  praciou*  gift  to  be  profitably  u*ed,  an  esquiaite 
charity  toward*  everyone,  even  to  hi*  mo*t  ardent  adver- 
«arie*i  and  it  ir  eaay  for  u*  to  under*tand  the  important 
role  played  by  Sir  Wilfrid  during  a  half  century  in  the 
pojtical  world  and  the  preponderant  place  he  will  hold 
in  the  hiatory  of  our  dear  country. 

"Like  all  influential  men  he  had  numerou*  and  paa- 
aionate  admirers  a*  well  a*  convinced  and  ardent  adver- 
tarie*.  To  hiatory  i*  re*erved  the  taak  of  judging  theae 
event*  in  which  he  haa  taken  an  active  part.  However, 
evtry  Canadian  will  agree  with  me  when  1  *ay  that  with 
Sir  Wilfrid  ha*  diaappeared  one  of  the  great  figurea,  if 
not  the  greatest  figure  in  all  Canada;  a  nuui  who  played 
a  role  of  firat  importance  amongat  hia  fellow  countrymen 
and  whoae  influence  ha*  been  preponderant  througi-out 
the  whole  country. 

"Cf  all  the  eulogiea  that  can  be  applied  to  men  th»re 
it  none  truer,  more  exact,  and  more  heartfelt  than  that 
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which  flewi  from  th*  lipt  of  th«  pMnU  at  th«  imws  of 
hi*  dMthi  it  i>  a  cry  from  lh«  hMvt,  ui  indnbiUbb  tM- 
timony  of  public  HfilinMnt  and  a  judfOMnl  wilhoal 
appaal. 

"Thu(  you  know  a*  wall  a*  I  do  what  thu  public 
wntimanl  ka«  boan  at  tha  n«w*  of  Sir  WilfriiT*  daath. 
Everyone,  friend  a*  well  a*  advereary,  haa  unanimoudy 
proclaimed  that  Canada  ha*  lost  a  man  endowed  with 
the  fine*!  qualitie*  of  mind  and  of  heart,  one  of  it*  moat 
influential,  di*tingui*hed,  and  worthy  citiaen*,  a  rapre- 
•antative  who*e  judcment,  intelligence,  and  esparianca 
would  be  of  ireat  u*e  e*p«cially  in  tha  diflicalt  circnm- 
*tance*  in  which  we  find  oureelve*. 

"In  *peaking  of  our  late  and  illuitriou*  friend,  I 
find  my*elf  like  one  who  ha*  but  a  few  moment*  to  apcnd 
^n  a  beautiful  garden.  Ha  goa*  through  the  principal 
walk*,  he  gather*  *ome  flower*  mth  which  to  make  a 
bouquet  to  carry  away  with  him  a*  a  aouvanir.  But  thi* 
bou<|uet,  gathered  in  haate,  far  from  giving  a  perfect 
idea  of  the  richneau  of  the  garden  to  those  who  have  not 
viaited  it,  doe*  not  even  give  *f'<*f action  to  him  who 
ha*  made  it. 

"The  life  of  Sir  Wilfrid  i*  *o  full  that  I  may,  aye! 
that  you  may  not  feel  *ati*fied  with  what  I  have  aaid. 
The  garden  i*  too  vast.  Experienced  writer*  will  find  in 
that  life  a  subject  for  book*  which  will  not  fail  to  intereat 
future  generation*. 

"It  i*  for  u*  thi*  morning  to  fulfill  a  duty  to  which 
our  heart,  enlightened  by  the  light*  of  faith,  tell*  u*  to 
be  faithful.  Let  u*  pray  mth  all  our  heart*  for  him 
who*e  death  we  *o  *incercly  regret;  let  u*  recommend 
him  during  the  holy  eacrifice  of  the  ma**  to  the  mercy  of 
the  Lord.  Let  u-..  a*k  God  to  open  wide  the  gate*  of 
Heaven,  to  give  him  eternal  r«*t  in  return  for  the  virtue* 
which  he  ha*  prBcti*ed  and  the  example*  he  ha*  given. 

"May  God  al*o  ble*«  her  who  ha*  been  hi*  life'* 
faithful  companion,  and  give  thi*  di*tingui*hed  woman 
the  courage  *he  i*  in  need  of  in  thi*  painful  trial  which 
haa  befallen  her." 
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RAKING  as  hii  text:  "Moreover  they  be- 
wailed him  and  all  Israel  made  lamentations 
for  him  and  mourned  many  days  sayings, 
'How  is  the  valiant  man  fallen  that  delivered 
Israel.' "  Mac.  9,  ZO-21,  Father  Burke  spoke 
_  as  follo-vs: 

'The  task  which  rests  upon  me  this  morning  is  in- 
deed a  mournful  one.  I  am  unable  to  give  you  a  clearer 
idea  of  it  than  by  repeating  to  you  the  expressive,  pic- 
turesque terms  used  in  Holy  Writ  to  sound  the  virtues 
and  deplore  the  death  of  him,  whose  virtues  were  so  out- 
standing that  the  very  stones  prated  of  them-— the  saintly 
and  soldierly  Judas  Maccabaeus.  This  man  whom  Pro- 
vidence raised  up  to  lead  His  chosen  people;  who  de- 
fended the  cities  of  Judah;  who  subdued  the  pride  of  the 
children  of  Ammon  and  Esau;  who  so  lov^d  truth  that 
he  burned  the  gods  of  the  pagan  natior  upon  their 
altars — this  mr.n,  whom  his  people  thou^>  t  well-nigh 
indispensable  to  their  nation,  one  day  suddenly  met  death 
upon  the  field  of  battle.  At  the  first  report  of  this  dis- 
aster the  people  were  moved — floods  of  tears  ran  from 
their  eyes.  For  a  time  they  were  dumb.  Then  at  length 
breaking  the  long  silence  they  gave  expression  to  their 
grief  crying  in  a  loud  voice;  'Why  is  this  great  man  dead 
who  saved  the  people  of  Israel?'  In  the  picturesque 
language  of  the  inspired  author  we  are  told  that  Jerusa- 
lem redoubled  its  weeping;  the  arches  of  the  temple 
trembled;  the  Jordan  was  troubled  and  its  banks  re- 
echoed the  sound  of  those  mournful  words.  'Why  is  this 
great  man  dc-d  who  saved  the  people  of  Israel?' 

"Christian  men  and  women  whom  the  obsequies  of 
this  day  assemble  in  this  temple  behold  yourselves  in  the 
affliction  which  befell  the  Israelites  of  old.  They  had 
lost  their  cherished  leader,  devoted  to  the  highest  ideals 
of  the  people.     We  too  have  lost  ours.     We  have  lost 
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him  whom  we  oft  acclaimed  our  nation's  best.  We 
mourn  one  who  came  to  u»  from  a  period  that  is  now 
past.  We  lament  the  demise  of  him  who  was  (reat  in 
success,  great  in  adversity,  the  foe  of  tyranny,  the  lover 
of  democracy,  devoted  to  the  service  of  his  king  and 
country,  and  as  we  look  upon  the  casket  which  contains 
his  mortal  remains  there  comes  the  pang  of  regret,  the 
lump  in  the  throat,  tears  to  our  eyes,  and  like  the  people 
of  ancient  days  in  old  Jerusalem  we  exclaim:  'Why  is 
this  great  man  dead  who  saved  the  people  of  Israel?" 

"I  would  to  the  living  God  this  morning  that  His 
Spirit  might  quicken  my  tongue  that  1  might  do  justice 
to  the  virtues  of  this  figure  who  for  so  many  years 
benignly  and  et  effectively  graced  the  government  of 
this  free  country.  I  find  comfort  in  the  thought  that 
none  but  God  can  justly  judge  the  man.  There  is  a 
danger,  however,  standing  in  the  shadow  of  this  national 
catastrophe— one  might  run  to  hyperbole.  Am  I  not 
right  in  attributing  to  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  a  description 
he  once  used  of  that  lover  of  Canadian  freedom,  Louis 
Joseph  Papineau:  'Did",  he  said,  'any  man  ever  live  bet- 
ter fitted  to  be  the  idol  of  a  nation?  A  man  of  command- 
ing presence,  of  majestic  countenance,  of  impassioned 
eloquence,  of  unblemished  character,  of  pure  disinter- 
ested patriotism,  for  years  he  held  over  the  hearts  of  his 
countrymen  almost  unbounded  sway.' 

"His  commanding  presence!  Is  it  out  of  place.  Most 
Reverend  Sirs,  that  in  this  temple  dedicated  to  the  Most 
High,  that  I  should  speak  of  one  of  f  s  outstanding 
gifts  to  this  dead  Knight?  Is  it  puei...:,  my  brethren? 
Did  not  Mark  Anthony  speak  of  Ceasar's  very  mantle? 
Yea,  a  man  of  commanding  figure  was  the  dead  chieftain! 
Who  shall  forget  the  noble  brow,  the  chiselled  mouth,  the 
classic  features,  and  the  erect  kingly  form?  He  was  ever 
the  embodiment  of  grace.  To  the  endowment  of  God  he 
added  the  polish  of  a  Chesterfield.  There  was  a  verve 
about  Sir  Wilfrid  that  one  would  expect  to  accompany 
his  physical  comeliness.  Truly  he  was  a  romantic 
figure!     A  representative  of  an  age  that  is  gone.    Are 
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not  we  who  were  vouchufed  the  vision  of  the  chieftain 
in  the  fleih,  are  we  not  the  poorer  that  we  ihall  not  look 
upon  hi*  face  again? 

"His  impassioned  eloquence!  When  I  speak  of  the 
'  eloquence  of  Laurier  my  mind  instinctively  goes  back 
three  years  to  a  speech  delivered  on  the  historical  feud 
between  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  and  the  North  West 
Company,  which  culminaated  in  a  murder  trial  in  the  city 
of  Toronto  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
Those  who  heard  him  that  night,  aged  as  he  was  with  the 
frost  of  seventy  winters  upon  his  brow,  may  well  recall 
the  genius  of  Laurier  as  he  made  those  vigorous  old 
voyageurs  of  'the  forest  primeval'  walk  before  us.  He 
clothed  them  with  flesh  and  blood.  Under  the  spell  of 
Laurier's  magic  they  were  not  spectres  from  a  dead 
past.  Nol  they  lived  and  moved  and  had  their  being 
before  our  very  eyes.  The  Varsity,  the  student's  organ 
of  Toronto  University,  asked  the  next  morning,  'Why 
cannot  our  prefessors  make  their  history  as  interesting 
as  Laurier?" 

"Or  when  I  speak  of  eloquence  some  of  you  recall 
that  July  night  more  than  thirty  years  ago  when  he 
delivered,  what  many  consider  the  finest  speech  of  his 
life,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Riel  debate.  Edward  Blake 
declared  it  to  be  the  crownr.ig  proof  of  French  domin- 
ation and  the  finest  speech  delivered  in  Canada  since 
Confederation.  Sir  Wilfrid's  speeches  reveal  the  man. 
There  is  magic  in  the  thought,  majesty  in  the  ideas, 
beauty  and  grace  in  the  diction.  The  predominating 
thought  seems  to  be  individual  liberty,  equal  opportunity 
for  all,  racial  and  religious  harmony,  a  fervent  and  un- 
dying love  and  pride  for  Canada,  and  in  his  phrases  there 
plays,  like  a  sun  upon  autumnal  woods,  beautifying  and 
transforming  them,  a  mysticism  that  is  charming  and 
sadly  wanting  in  this  practical  age. 

"And  now  I  come.  Most  Reverend  Sirs  and  brethem, 
to  Sir  Wilfrid's  unblemished  character  and  his  pure  dis- 
interested love  of  country.  In  this  connection  let  me 
say  a  word  of  something,  which  in  my  mind,  explains  in 
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a  large  meaiure  hit  unitinted  icrvice  to  country  and  abo 
hi*  unblemished  character.    I  rafer  to  Lanrier'a  Cath- 
olicism.   He  was  no  professional  Cattolic    His  rdigion 
was  too  sacred  a  thing  to  be  dragged  into  the  arena  of 
political  controversy.    He  did  not  spend  his  time  writing 
tracts  or  delivering  unctuous  phrases.    The  fact  is  his 
faith  illuminated  most  all  that  he  said  or  did.    He,  when 
he  diiFered  with  some  church  dignitaries,  exclaimed,  'No 
word  of  bitterness  shall  ever  escape  my  lips  against  the 
church.^  I  respect  it  and  I  love  it'    Witness  her  in- 
fluence in  his  devotion  to  his  country.    With  Sir  Wilfrid 
loyal  service  was  something  more  than  a  sentiment. 
Loyalty  to  him  was  clothed  with  the  hierarchical  purple 
of  Catholicism.    Am  I  not  right.  Your  Grace,  in  sUting 
that  love  of  country  is  a  solemn  obligation  m  our  holy 
religion?    Am  I  not  right  when  I  say  that  that  obligation 
' .  1  its  sanction  in  the  virtue  of  religion?    Am  I  incor- 
rect when  I  state  that  as  we  owe  to  God  adoration 
because  He  is  the  author  of  our  bring,  and  as  we  give 
obedience  and  reverence  to  our  parents  because  they 
represent  God  and  bestow  upon  us  physical  existence, 
so,  too,  Catholicism  commands  me  to  give  to  the  land  of 
my  birth,    which    confers    upon    me    social    existence, 
allegiance  to  the  point  of  death  itself.    Herein  is  the 
secret  of  Laurier's  devotion.    Who  in  recent  years,  if 
ever,  in  any  country  in  the  world,  stood  forth  as  the  finest 
champion  of  the  best  in  public  service  than  he  whom  to- 
day this  country  mourns?     Forty-eight  years  of  unre- 
mitting toil!     Forty-eight  years  of  consecration  1     Here 
he  has  been  the  true  Knight.    To  God,  to  king,  to  conn- 
try,  he  dedicated  the  play  of  his  many  talents,  the  sweep 
of  his  vision,  the  benefit  of  his  initiation  and  good  judge- 
ment.    Under  his  sceptre  the  country  prospered.     He 
came  to  power  when  Canada  was  on  the  verge  of  dis- 
solution.   To  many  Confederation  seemed  a  failure;  the 
country  was  torn  with  racial  and  religious  dissa^ions; 
Nova  Scotia   was  disgruntled;    Manitoba  discouragad; 
Quebec  was  defiant.    To  the  problems  that  confronted 
him  Sir  Wilfrid  gave  the  impact  of  his  genius.    When 
this  Knight  laid  down  his  shield  the  country  was  infinitely 
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better  off  than  when  he  took  it  up.  Five  million*  of 
people  had  grown  to  eight;  thouianda  of  milex  <  ew 
railroads  were  built;  the  wheat  field*  of  the  we*t  blo«- 
somed  bringing  wealth  and  contentment  to  many;  great 
manufacturing  plant*  were  developed;  foreign  trade 
went  forward  by  leap*  and  bound*;  provmcial,  religiou* 
and  racial  controveriie*  became  le**  acute.  He  found 
the  country  a  colony,  he  left  it  a  nation  re*pected  in  the 
galaxy  of  Commonwealth*  that  con*titute  the  Britieh 
Empire.  And  all  theae  thing*  the  chieftain  did  with 
hand*  unsullied.     Hi*  character  remained  unblemi*hed. 

"Hi*  memory  will  not  die;  Mimmer  will  give  place 
to  aummer  here  in  the  Northland;  the  cold  bla*t*  of  many 
winter*  will  nte  and  *ub*ide;  tide  will  give  place  to  tide; 
but  while  men  live,  and  heroe*  are  re*pected  and  mother* 
tell  *torie*  to  their  little  one*  the  memory  of  Sir  Wilfrid 
Laurier  *hall  not  periah. 

"The  time  alloted  to  me  i»  already  *pent;  I  mu*t 
hurry.  Let  me  lay  one  word  more.  Your  Grace,  who*e 
prie*tly  virtue*  are  *o  many,  you  who  have  honored  the 
occaaion  with  your  pre*ence,  may  I,  Sir,  a*k  you  when 
you  reaume  the  Holy  Saci  fice  of  the  Mas*,  when  you 
come  to  the  commemoration  of  the  living,  to  remember 
her,  with  whom  thi*  nation  aympathize*,  the  faithful 
partner  of  Sir  Wilfrid**  many  year*,  to  whom  he  wa* 
devoted.  Pray  for  her  that  God  *u*tain  her  with  true 
Christian  fortitude,  and  grant  her  that  consolation  that 
God  alone  can  give. 

"Remember,  too.  Your  Grace,  the  soul  of  the  gentle- 
manly Laurier,  Canadian  Knight-errant  of  this  twentieth 
century.  Pray  for  him  that  God  may  voucheafe  him  the 
joy  of  that  region  of  'refreahment,  light  and  peace.' 
Somehow  I  think  God  haa  aeen  fit  to  welcome  Sir  Wil- 
frid home.  Bume  Jonea,  the  painter,  has  depicted  the 
figure  of  Christ  on  a  way*ide  cro**  in  France  atooping 
down  to  kiaa  the  forehead  of  a  Knight.  The  legend  upon 
which  the  painting  ia  baaed  ia  that  thi*  Knight  met  on  the 
way  hi*  wor*t  enemy  and  forgave  him.  A*  the  Knight 
knelt  to  pray  at  the  Cro*>  Road*  Calvary  ihe  figure  of 
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Christ  luddcnly  bacauM  Knnf  and  for  the  ChrUlian 
charity  divlayed  by  tha  Knight  kiuMl  him  upon  tha 
forehaad.  I  like  to  think  that  Sir  Wilfrid's  great  virtnas, 
great  deeds  for  God  and  coontry,  cried  out  tnunpet- 
tongued  for  similar  treatment  to  that  which  wa>  meted 
out  to  the  Knight  of  old.  Lest,  however,  our  standard 
of  sinlessness  differ  from  that  of  God,  pray  that  the 
Author  of  all,  the  God  of  the  Heavens  may  have  mercy 
and  grant  pardon  to  him. 

To  you  distinguished  sons  of  Canada,  who  have  heen 
honored  by  being  chosen  pallbearer*  for  Sir  Wilfrid,  may 
I  address  a  word?  Bear  him  gently,  oh,  so  gently!  He 
is  our  loved  one,  the  nation's  beloved.  When  you  have 
arrived  at  the  grave,  lay  him  down  tenderly,  for  the  sod 
seldom  covered  a  tenderer  heart  than  that  of  Sh-  Wilfrid 
Laurier. 
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tribute  in  parliament 

9f  tfie  ^on.  *ir  SBiUiam  Sftomas  Oiliitt 
Sctlng  Drinu  Mnittn  of  Canata 

];R.  SPEAKER:    I  riw  to  refw  to  that  Md 
occurrence,  the  »udden  and  lunented  death 
1  of  Right  Hon.  Sir  Wilfrid  Uurier  which 
'  has  ca«f  a  pall  over  the  proceedings  attend- 
ing the  opening  of  this  session  of  Parlia- 
_  ment,  touched  the  hear'.*  of  all  his  fellow 

members,  and  created  a  profound  and  melancholy  im- 
pression throughout  the  entire  Canadian  community. 
In  years  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  had  considerably  exceeded 
the  allotted  span  yet  such  was  the  vigour  of  his  mind, 
the  animation  of  his  appearance,  the  freshness  of  his  in- 
terest in  affairs,  the  charm  and  vivacity  of  his  manner, 
and  above  all  the  great  and  conspicuous  puce  which  he 
had  so  long  occupied  in  the  minds  and  affections  of  his 
countrymen,  that  we  had  abnost  come  to  look  upon  him 
as  immune  from  the  vicissitudes  of  human  infirmity,  and 
in  a  measure,  from  the  conditions  of  our  common 
morality.  For  this  reason  the  news  of  his  departure  has 
come  with  a  sense  of  shock  as  weU  as  of  srief  to  aU. 

"His  death  removes  a  most  distinguished  and  com- 
manding personality  from  the  stage  of  Canadian  public 
life.  How  considerable  a  part  he  played,  we  may  realize 
wh«i  we  reflect  that  he  was  actively  engaged  in  national 
affairs  at  a  period  before  many  of  us  were  bom,  that  he 
was  for  abnost  half  a  century  a  legislative  representa- 
tive of  the  people,  and  for  forty-five  years  a  member  of 
this  House.  He  has  been  leader  of  the  Liberal  party 
for  over  thiHy  years,  of  which  he  was  for  fifteen  years 
Prime  Minister  of  Canada.  During  his  long  career  he 
has  been  identified  with  all  the  great  poUtical  controv- 
ersies since  the  period  of  Confederation.  His  fame  has 
carried  far  beyond  the  boundaries  of  Canada,  and  in 
Britain,  France  and  United  States,  as  well  as  in  other 
countries,  the  name  of  Sir  Wilfrid  Uurier  has  long  been 
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known,  retpecled  and  admired  •*  one  of  the  ouUUnding 
•tatesmcn  of  the  age. 

"With  such  a  career,  with  «ich  title*  to  diatinction, 
we  of  thi*  HouM,  who,  nest  to  hie  own  inunediata 
family  and  intimate  personal  circle,  knew  him  beat,  may 
well  upon  this  occaaion,  with  profit  to  ourtelve*  and  in 
appreciation  of  him,  examine  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
•ubscribed,  hi*  characteristic*  a*  a  ttatesman,  the  per- 
*onal  qualities  and  attribute*  of  the  man  himaelf,  and 
the  *ource*  of  the  great  power  and  influence  which  he 
excerci*ed  within  and  without  the  hall*  of  Parliament. 
I  em  deeply  conaciou*  that  there  are  many  within  aound 
of  my  voice  who  through  longer  a**ociation  and 
acquaintance  with  him  are  much  better  qualified  for 
thi*  ta*k  than  my*elf.  Particularly  do  I  wi*h  that  the 
head  of  the  Government,  the  Prime  Mini*ter  of  Canada, 
Right  Hon.  Sir  Robert  Borden,  could  be  here  to  bear 
eloquent  tribute  to  hi*  great  political  opponent  and  warm 
peraonal  friend. 

"It  i*  not  my  intention  to  refer  to  the  variou*  con- 
troverue*  in  which  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  during  hi*  long 
career  wa*  *o  actively  engaged.  Tho*e  controver*ie* 
divided  and  lome  of  them  *till  divide  the  people  and 
public  men  of  this  country.  That  is  the  natural  and  in- 
evitable result  of  oppo«ing  view*,  opinions  and  con- 
victions strongly  and  honourably  held  in  a  self-govern- 
ing community  such  a*  ours.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to 
attempt  to  pass  judgment  upon  the  attitude  of  the  dead 
leader  towards  these  great  questions.  Even  if  it  would 
be  fitting  and  proper  to  do  so,  which  it  is  not,  we  are  too 
close  to  the  events  to  make  any  contemporary  opinion 
conclusive.  The  ultimate  place  and  fame  of  Sir  Wilfrid 
Laurier,  will,  like  that  of  oFher  statesmen,  be  determined 
by  the  impartial  and  dispassionate  judgement  of  history, 

"What  were  the  foundations  of  this  man's  political 
creed,  the  principles  which  guided  his  political  action? 
Without  pretending  to  be  exhaustive,  two  or  three  out- 
standing facts  emerge.  Firstly,  the  man  was  strongly 
attached  and  devoted  to  the  ideals  of  freedom  and  liberty 
personal,  civil  and  religious.     He  believed  in  freedom  of 
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opinion    lib«iy  in  1,,  «.pr,„|o„^_,.„,  |,  „  ,,^ 

'  ,  /■  T^."  •""••  **~  ••'•  "•»"  ■»•>'  b«  f  •th.rcd  not 
whom  h«  mo.t  .dmirwl,  Fo«,  C!.d.lon..  Brighl,  Lincoln, 
•tudnd  their  careen  wid  utieruice*. 

J  7'^?,.**"*  •♦■'*'"«  >»'"«  of  ettKhment  to  the.e 
deal,  of  liberty  .nd  freedom,  to  which  I  think  mo.t  n 
Ihi.  country  „d_jll  in  thi.  Hou-  now  .nbecribe,  he  w« 

IndT^"  •"i^«»*'"»—  '"  "iberty  which  it  embodie. 

rn1ha?°.  M^"'.  '.°i*"  '""»•»"•  «rro»„di„,  him 
in  th.t  troubled  period  Sir  Wilfrid  Uurier.  then  but  . 

fulne..  the  vi.ion  of  Confederation.  It  i.,  however,  to 
hi.  greet  end  U..tm«  credit  thet  once  it  w«  .ccompli.hed 
he  .ccepted  the  new  condition,  with  whole-heartednc, 
wifh'"o,l."  "•'";!?'«,■","'«'  *«•  ""cl.  in  coll.bor.tion 

interpret  it.  n>e.nm«  .nd  mould  it  to  the  purpo«.  for 
which  It  wu  deaigned. 

exnJl!!!.'*TV  "™"»  F-""'""-!.!.  a  great  admirer, 
exponent  and  champion  of  the  Confederation  pact  and 

to  or  aifecting  the  Con.titution.  He  wa«  a  neat  con 
.titutionali.t,  an  ard«,t  upholder  of  the  principle,  of  fr^ 
government  with  all  that  it  involve..  A.  neariy  ^ 
queation.  ^.i„,  out  of  our  conatitution  have  long  .ince 
been  Kttled  and  acqu,e.ced  in  by  all  political  partie.  it 

tional...  „d  in  hi.  continued  intere.l  in  the  con.titution 
he  wa.  the  dignified  and  «litary  «irvivor  of  that  great 
group  of  .t.,e.men,  giant,  in  their  day,  who  after  pro- 
InTi.'"!'"  *"""'"  ""J  controveray  laid  broad 
and  deep  the  conatitutional  foundation  of  Canada',  n.- 
tional  Ufe  In  thi.  connection,  «.d  a.  again  empha.izr„g 
IndTh  f^tt'"'/''  ^"««'  "--rier  in  Canadi«  afflir! 
recall  that  he  wa.  mmi.ter  in  the  government  of  Alex- 
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•»«««•  Msckmii*,  Mnrad  u  UrataiumI  to  Edward  BUka. 
^cM  h.R.  ..  I«d«  <rf  Ih.  Libw.1  p,rty.  .„d  b«««. 
Ih.  oppoB«,l  of  S.r  John  A.  M.cdo„.Id,  .-ith  whom  h. 
contmdml  pohticiUly  for  many  you.. 

"Sir  Wilfrid  Uurior  wu  an  inienw  and  ardmt  Can. 

!r"i;  I.  IT"  •/'""  ■*"""  '"  ^""^  "J  '«•  *»tiny. 
which  h.  did  much  to  mould.  Particularly  did  ha  daur. 
to  harmoniaa  tha  varioui  nationalitiu  of  Canada  with 
thair  conflicting  idaaU  and  aipiration..  National  unity 
ha  ragardad  a*  of  paramount  importanca  in  a  country  of 
miaed  raca*  and  divaraa  craad*  such  as  Canada.  Ha  waa 
ragardful  of  tha  right,  of  minoritia.  and  a  .tron.  «|. 
vocat.  of  tolaranca  toward,  tha  opinion,  and  conviction, 
of  othar.  upon  all  qua.tion.  whathar  ciril.  racUl  or  ra- 
Iigiou..  H,  wa.  a  baliavar  in  democracy  but  thara  wa. 
•Iway,  m  him  a  modarating  and  raatraining  influanca,  a 
pragmatical  raqxct  for  axparianca  and  for  tha  paat 
which  di«nclinad  him  to  .uddan  or  violant  changa  «,d 
axerciKd  a  .taadying  influanca  in  tha  datarmination  of 
hi.  policia.. 

"For  the  Britiah  con.titution  and  for  tha  autonomy, 
f raedom  and  .acurity  which  it  afford,  to  all  within  tha 
ranga  of  It.  banaficant  .way.  ha  had  tha  graataat  ragard 
and  admiration.  In  my  Ia.t  convarialion  with  him  hj 
.poka  in  term,  of  highest  eulogy  of  British  admini.tra- 
.on  m  Egypt  and  »id  that  ha  would  have  no  fear  for 
tha  mandatory  .y.tam  proposed  at  tha  Peace  Confer- 
ence  if  ,1  would  be  c«-ried  out  in  accordance  with  tha 
British  mode  of  government  in  protectorates. 

"I  am  glad  that  ha  lived  to  see  the  end  of  the  war 
and  the  triumph  of  the  Allies-particularly  BriUin  and 
r  ranee. 

"Coming  now  to  the  man  himself  and  tha  sources  of 
hi.  personal  power,  we  find  less  difficulty  in  reaching 
conclusion..  He  was  endowed  by  nature  with  a  singul- 
arly  graceful,  picturesque  and  coramwiding  personality. 
•  stately  bearing,  a  most  gracious  manner  and  rare 
charm  of  disposition.  He  had  high  intellectual  culture 
and  much  personal  kindliness  of  heart.  The  combination 
made     hun     a    great     genUeman,     who.,     distinction 

P«I»  Twraly.iin 


T.'rm^'a^  --^ss^.v--: 


and  indiridnality  wrought  an  indelible  impreuion 
upon  all  with  whom  he  was  brought  in  contact.  While 
conciliatory  and  always  a  believer  in  persuasion  rather 
than  in  compulsion  he  had  a  firm  will  and  strong  tenacity 
of  his  settled  views,  opinions  and  policies.  This  gave 
him  strength  which  always  of  itself  Mtracts.  He  had  in 
marked  degree  that  mystic  quality,  that  innate  attribute 
called  personal  magnetism  or  personality  which  is  really 
the  totality  of  excellencies,  physical,  mental  and  moral,  in 
its  fortunate  possessor. 

''His  power  of  conunand  over  men  was  great.  He 
was  a  natural  leader  because  of  his  ascendency  in  the 
realm  of  intellect  and  of  wiU.  When  all  we  can  say  has 
been  said,  there  still  remains  an  intensible,  elusive  and 
baffling  something  which  we  cannot  express,  but  which 
gave  him  an  amazing  power  in  attracting  and  retaining 
the  affection  and  devotion  of  his  followers  and  adherents. 
It  was  this  which  caused  him  to  be  likened  in  the  minds 
of  many  to  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  who  had  the  same 
notable  faculty  in  supreme  degree. 

"A  further  and  great  source  of  his  power  lay  in  his 
extraordinary  gifts  as  an  orator.  As  a  speaker  either  in 
the  House  or  on  the  public  platform  he  took  the  highest 
rank.  His  oratorical  achievements  were  greatly  pro- 
moted and  enforced  by  his  individual  characteristics  and 
qualities,  for  it  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  much  of  the 
success  of  speech  depends  upon  personality. 

"His  style  was  simple,  direct,  lucid.  It  had  been 
modelled  upon  the  best  examples  of  English  prose,  and 
had  been  fashioned  and  moulded  by  his  study  of  the 
classics,  which  is  the  best  school  for  literary  form. 
Some  of  his  speeches  in  this  House  were  notable  illustra- 
tiims  of  the  supreme  art  of  the  orator.  These  upon  the 
death  of  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Mr.  Glad- 
stone and  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria  are  among  the 
finest  in  the  history  of  panegyrical  literature. 

"In  the  House,  where  he  was  a  most  assiduous  at- 
tendant and  an  eager  listener,  he  was  always  courteous 
and  considerate  of  the  views  of  opponents  and  was  re- 
spected. 
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"Such,  in  moat  imperfect  outline,  wu  Sir  Wilfrid 
Laurier  and  the  principles  and  ideal*  for  which  he  stood. 
He  was  idolized  among  the  French-Canadian  portion  of 
our  population  as  their  great  exempt  r  and  representa- 
tive on  the  floor  of  Parliament  r  -  J  a;  F  riii^e  Minister  of 
Canada  for  so  long  a  period,  i  icy  were  natur,:  lly  and 
justly  proud  of  his  high  intelle  tun!  qualitiei.  and  the 
force  and  strength  of  his  characte-  &■>  na'!ticr.i  sagacity 
and  his  success  as  a  statesman.  But  apart  trom  those 
of  his  own  race  he  had  devoted  followers  and  admirers 
without  number  throughout  the  oth^r  provinces  of  Can- 
ada. His  private  life  was  simple  and  blameless,  and  he 
leaves  behini.  '  im  a  career  unsullied  by  self-seeking  or 
love  of  gain.  'o  state  that  he  had  defects,  that  he  made 
mistakes  at  times,  is  only  to  say  that  he  was  human  and 
what  he  himself  would  be  the  Brst  to  admit  and 
acknowledge. 

"We  mourn  his  loss.  We  feel  that  a  great  gap  has 
been  created  in  this  House,  that  a  powerful  link  with  the 
past  has  been  snapped  and  broken  beyond  repair.  The 
spirit  of  the  age  ha*  altered  since  the  days  when  Sir 
Wilfrid  Laurier  was  in  his  political  prime.  Times 
change  and  men  change  with  them — in  appearance,  man- 
ner, methods,  characteristic*. 

"We  desire  to  es;iress  our  most  heartfelt  (ynapathy 
to  that  most  worthy  hel|miate,  the  light  of  who*e  life  ha* 
gone  out  in  the  lo**  of  him  who  wa*  for  more  than  fifty 
years  nf  happy  wedded  life  her  conatant  comrade  a*  well 
as  husband,  counseller  and  protector.  We  pray  that  she 
may  be  granted  strength  to  bear  the  heat  y  bereavement 
which  has  come  upon  her. 

"As  for  our  dead  friend  and  fellow  member,  he  has 
joined  the  great  majority,  the  unnumbered  shadowy 
hosts  of  the  dead.  We  shall  see  his  face  and  hear  his 
voice  in  these  halls  no  more.  He  ha*  left  these  scenes 
and  these  voices,  and  it  trill  he  indeed  long  before  we 
shall  look  upon  his  like  again. 

"Hit  life  was  gentU;  anil  th«  •lamanU  to  mixed  in 
him  that  Nature  might  ataad  up  and  fay  to  all  the 
world — 'Thia  was  a  man.'" 
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^Tribute  in  parliament 

9p  0)1  H^n.  fiubolptic  lemitux 

?'r.  SPEAKER:  The  Sh.dow  of  Death  h.. 
•talked  through  thi.  Chamber;  a  chair 
.tand.  vacant.  A.  we  gaze  upon  the  flower, 
strewn  about  u,,  which,  by  the  morrow,  will 
have  withered  away,  more  deeply  than  ever 
tl.;.  li?.  T  understand    the    bafflng    brevity  of 

thmg.    Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  is  no  more. 

"The  mellow  voice  which  for  so  long  enthraUed  thi. 

Th.  trump.!'.   ,i|,e,   v„j,,   ;,   „;„ 
I  he  warder  iileni  on  the  hill. 

"The  U.t  .urvivor  of  a  great  generation,  he  who« 
™po.mg  .tature,  who«  eagle  eye  and  who.e  wt" 
Plume  recaUed  tho«  noblemen  of  the  eighteenth  century 
•uch  a.  we  meet  them  .till  in  medallion,  of  olden  tir..ec 
1.  .leeping  his  Uat  sleep.  ' 

"An  illu.triou.  ancestor  ha,  pa..ed  away.  Let  u. 
inchne  our  head,  with  re.pect  in  the  pre«nce  of  thi. 

hu'rry.  '  '^""  *""'  '"  »  '''»'•  «*«••  "'  O" 

"Death  is  a  law  and  not  a  punishment.       No  one 

.tate.man  who.e  los.  we  mourn.       He  had  long  .ince 

^^it'  ""ZT""".-"  ""  ""'«'  f"""  Time  into 
Mm^  r^-  *:\'«'"'  ''■"«'•»«•  *•  old  gladiator  saw 
h.m«tf  d.«u-med  a.  he  wa.  about  to  defend  once  more 
into  the  arena.  Hi.  .pint  pa.«d  gently,  .erenelv  a. 
■"^5^     i**.'.""  '''■•'"'"'"f  »'»dow.  of  life'.  fJiing 

night  the  Faith  of  hi.  forefather,  had  already  revealed 

the  gleam  of  dawn,  preuge  of  Eternal  Day. 

IJ  '^^'"'  *""'  ■"  "«  "«■"«  of  my  colleague,  of  the 
old  French  province  who  counted  him  her  most  di.- 
tmguuhed  .on,  and  whow  idol  he  became,  it  doe.  the 
heart  good  to  recall  that  throughout  hi.  entire  career  he 
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w«  ever  faithful  to  hi.  origin  «d  to  the  fine.t  tradition, 
of  hi.  race. 

'"I  love-  he  w««  wont  to  «iy.  'I  l„ve  France  who 
gave  u.  b.rth,  I  love  England  who  gave  u.  liberty,  but 
the  fir.t  place  .n  my  heart  belong,  to  Canada,  my  coun- 
hy,  my  native  land.' 

Meal  the  Poar  Star  which  guided  hi,  public  life. 
Affectionate  gratitude  toward,  the  nation,  re.plendent 
among  all  nation^-who,e  .on.  we  have  the  honour  to 
be-the  .plendour  of  who«  glory  light,  up  the  highe.t 
.ummit.;  un.werving  loyalty  toward,  that  great  and 
generou.  nation  who  inherited  the  adminUtrative  geniu. 
of  the  Roman,  and  of  whom  Tennyon  could  .ay  that 
her.  wa.  the  cla..ic  land  of  liberty.  But,  fir.l  and  fore- 
most,  Laurier  wa.  a  Canadian. 

"To  hi,    French    inheritance    he    owed  hi,  golden 
tongue,  hi.  keen  intellectual  vi.ion,  the  boldne..  and  the 

«»» T  IK  ""«P«°"»-  To  hi.  contact  with  the 
great  Engli.h  whool,  the  Khool  of  Burke,  Fox,  Pitt 
O'Connell  Gl.d.tone,  he  owed  hi,  deep  practical  kno"' 
ledge  of  Bnti.h  in.titotion.  and  it  may  be  »id  without 
exaggeration  that  it  wa,  by  a,.imilating  the  teaching,  of 
fhe.e  parliamentry  leader,  that  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  made 
tor  him.elf  a  lasting  niche  in  the  Hall  of  Fame. 

,  n"*,'.  ""  »™«;  w''™  he  »tepped  through  the  thre.hold 
of  Parliament  the  memory  of  the  p. at  Papineau  .till 
hovered  over  the  country.  And  the  image  of  Lafontaine, 
who.e  profound  wi.dom  had  »ved  many  right,  from  the 
wreckage  of  a  .torm-towed  «a,  wa,  becoming  greater 
a,  time  went  by.  «™iier 

"In  tho,e  day.  Cartier  and  Dorion  repreaented  the 
two  different  channel,  of  opinion  in  our  province.  The 
one,  daahmg,  impetuou.,  diulained  all  ob.tacle.-  the 
other,  calm,  of  proverbial  integrity,  poM*«ing  a  'mind 
of  veiy  high  attainment.,  tni.ted  to  time  to  di»el  hoarv 

wa,  the  diKiple  of  Donon,  event,  made  him  the  fortun- 
ate  ,ucce,„r,  rather  the  direct  heir,  of  Lafontaine'. 
•Mlicy-the  policy  which  .trive,  to  ,oothe  all  hurt,  the 
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better  to  build  on  a  solid  foundation;  the  policy  of  con- 
ciliation for  the  sake  of  unity;  the  policy  of  the  golden 
mean;  the  best,  the  true,  the  sole  policy  which  can  obtain 
in  our  country. 

"Sprung  from  a  vanquished  people,  but  a  people  who, 
in  their  turn  had  themselves  made  the  conquest  of  Lib- 
el ty,  his  dream  was  to  unite  the  two  races  on  the  only 
rational  basis;  equality  of  rights,  mutual  respect  and 
tolerance.  His  political  vision  moved  to  seal  anew  the 
pact  entered  into  by  Lafontaine  and  Baldwin  in  days 
gone  by  and  so  bring  fresh  strength  to  the  work  of  the 
Fathers  of  Confederation. 

"Was  this  majestic  vision  too  ambitious?  History, 
that  impartial  judge  of  men  and  events,  will  say  whether 
or  not  he  brought  it  to  realization,  but  what  we  of  his 
time  may  uphold  from  this  moment  is  his  untiring  per- 
severance, his  steadfast  cr  urage,  his  invincible  faith  in 
the  ideal  he  set  out  to  attain  from  the  very  start  of  his 
career.  However,  he  was  too  well  versed  in  psychology 
not  to  realize  the  difficulties  which  beset  his  path. 

"In  )887,  hardly  a  year  after  that  historical  debate 
when,  at  one  (light,  he  had  risen  to  the  greatest  heights 
of  parliamentary  eloquence,  when  the  English  speaking 
press  had  acclaimed  him  as  the  'silver-tongued  oratci,' 
the  Liberal  party,  helpless  after  the  retirement  of 
Edward  Blake,  was  casting  about  for  a  leader.  The 
French  Liberals  formed  a  minority  in  this  party,  as  they 
formed  a  minority  in  the  country.  Let  it  be  said  to  the 
honour  of  the  English  Liberals,  it  was  Edward  Blake,  it 
was  Sir  Richard  Cartwright,  it  was  David  Mills,  who 
selected  the  leader,  and  the  unanimous  choice  fell  upon 
Wilfrid  Laurier.  What  was  the  answer  of  the  young 
member  for  Quebec  East?  Ah,  Mr.  Speaker,  our  great 
countryman,  despite  his  marvellous  endowments,  did  not 
covet  the  honour  offered  him.  He  well  kn^w  the  burden 
he  was  assuming;  already  he  could  catch  a  glimpse  of 
the  obstacles  which  lay  in  wait  for  him,  and  the  answer 
of  this  man  who,  beneath  a  stolid  exterior  hid  very  deep 
emotions,  his  answer  was  a  sob. 

"Thus,  unable  to  escape  the  earnest  entreaties  of  his 
English-speaking  friends,  he  undertook  to  lead  the  Lib- 
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enl  party,  determined  to  (teer  the  ship  of  state  to- 
wards progress  and  liberty,  to  bind  together,  by  con- 
ciliatipn  in  both  word  and  deed,  the  heterogeneous  ele- 
ments which  go  to  make  up  Canada.  He  had  often  said 
that  the  national  sentiment  of  a  country  is  worth  no 
more  than  the  pride  which  it  inspires  in  its  sons.  He 
knew  this  country  was  overflowing  with  strength  and 
vigour,  full  of  activity,  of  ambition. 

"He  loved  its  distant  childhood;  its  history,  every 
page  of  which  he  knew;  its  legends;  its  fertile,  majestic 
natural  beauty;  he  loved  this  country  especially  for  its 
ethnic  duality  which  showed  him  the  children  of  the  two 
greatest  races  of  Europe,  henceforth  fellow-wayfarers 
towards  a  common  destiny  in  the  boundless  spaces  of  the 
New  World. 

"By  healing  the  wounds  nf  days  gone  by  and  rallying 
all  for  the  development  of  our  immense  resources,  he 
opened  a  new  era,  he  anticipated  the  day  when  he  could 
declare  in  the  presence  of  his  Sovereign;  'Canada  is  a 
nation.  The  nineteenth  century  belonged  to  the  United 
States;  but  the  twentieth  century  will  witness  the  ex- 
pansion of  Canada.' 

"The  23rd  of  June,  1896,  was  a  memorable  date  on 
our  political  annals.  The  member  for  Quebec  East  had 
just  been  borne  into  power  by  a  majority  of  the  elector- 
ate. He  b'came  Primii  A'':nister  of  a  Dominion  which 
had  been  guided  by  the  genius  of  Macdonald.  The  old 
Tory  chieftain  had  passed  n-om  the  stage  some  live  years 
before  and  the  memory  of  his  bewitching  magnetism 
bordered  on  the  legendary.  People  anxiously  wondered 
if  the  orator  from  Quebec  would  reveal  himself  a  states- 
man of  sterling  worth.  Would  he  have  the  necessary 
firmness?  Could  he  grapple  with  our  intricate  pro- 
blems? Would  be  prove  himself  an  experienced 
helmsman  and  steer  the  shi;)  scfely  through  shallow 
shoals,  flinging  into  the  teeth  of  the  gale,  to  ride  at 
ancho.  in  the  port  beyond?  My  answer  to  all  these  ap- 
prehensions, already  distant  and,  mayhap,  forgotten,  is 
that  which  John  Morley  made,  one  day,  regarding  Glad- 
stone.   The  occasion  was  the  unveiling  of  the  statue 
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erected  m  honour  of  the  Grand  Old  Man,  but  •  .tep  or 
two  from  Lincoln',  Inn.  'The  .t«lw.rti  of  finance,  of 
the  Cty  looked  with  mi.giving  upon  the  ideali.m  of 
Gladstone  and  smiled  at  hi.  supposed  incompetence  in 
matters  of  money  and  business.  I  wonder,'  added  Morley 
-and  still  see  him,  his  finger  pointing  to  the  monu- 
ment- I  wonder,  whether  after  Gladstone's  long  and 
brilliant  career,  the  Bank  of  England  itself  would  not 
feel  honoured  by  the  presence  and  strengthened  by  the 
counsel  of  the  orator?' 

"As  I  have  just  said,  .t  is  only  in  the  cold,  calm  light 
of  impartial  history  that  the  part  played  by  men  in  the 
great  events  of  their  time,  can  be  duly  appreciated.  But 
I  think  I  am  within  the  mark  in  stating  now  that  in 
Lauriers  optimism  in  his  power  of  assimilation,  in  his 
incessant  and  untiring  toil,  in  his  boundless  faith  in  the 
future  of  our  country,  may  be  seen  and  reflected  the 
powerful  impulsion  given  to  Canada  from  1896  to  1911 
her  wonderful  ascent  towards  economic  progress,  her 
marvellous  development.  How  often  have  I  not  heard 
him  whenever  grappling  with  some  difficult  problem 
repeating  the  lines  penned  by  Andre  Chenier,  the  great 
French  poet: 

"'L'illution  feconde  habile  dnn.  mon  lain, 
J'»i  !••  Bile*  de  I'esperance,'" 
"'In  my  boiom  dwelli  fruilfui  iljuiion 
On  tile  wings  of  liope  1  soar.'" 

"He  had  to  the  fullest  extent  mastered  the  sense  of 
the  Constitution;  he  had  an  insight  into  its  jurisprudence 
and  genius,  and  he  loved  it. 

"He  ever  advocated  adherence  to  the  federal  part, 
in  Its  integrity.  To  his  mind,  any  change,  any  departure 
or  new  orientation  involved  a  danger.  He  was  an 
apostle  of  Autonomy,  like  Blake  and  Mowat. 

"His  political  creed  borrowed  its  inspiration  from 
British  liberalism.  He  believed  in  progress  grounded  on 
order;  he  believed  in  the  advent  of  democracy  through 
evolution,  not  through  revolution,  but  never  did  he  allow 
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iunuetf  to  be  c«T.ed  .w.y  by  hi.  love  of  liberty  beyond 
tho«  two  umt.  Uid  down  by  con«i«,c.  „d  h«L«^  r« 
•on,  that  ..  to  My,  right,  ud  duties 

.,1.  •  ''■'T  "  "*"'""'  •••"'•point,  none  of  the  two  n..t 

to  be  donuneered.  Equ.I  j,.tice.  eq...!  right,  for  .U 
.uch  w..  h..  motto.    He  d,pre«ted  i«l.tion,  b.«u„ 

monn,*^'*  °'  "  ■•""'"'  '"'"'  '»  '•»••»•  "••«  »  ^U. 
mount  to  .tagn.ting  i„  inferiority.    Let  me  add  tM  hL 

alw.y.   .dvoc.t«l  h«monio».   relation,   between   reK 

;"„»  K  ""'"*'"«'■»  "J  «^»  of  the  vrion.  ethnicl 
group,  have  o  be  taken  into  co„.ider.tion-Hi  policy  rf 
exclu.iv„e«  ,,  „»»,  properly  H,e.king,  .  poli»    M  . 

autnnor  "'l'.'^'^'  ">'"•"".  'oy-lty  grounded  upon 
autonomy,  p.tnol.«„,  ,„ch  were  hi.  ideal,.     And  ,rith 

HU^^"^  *««  he  e^™d  them.  Tho..  who^U  7^ 

bune,  check,  hu  onCbur.t.,  ch..ten.  hi.  Ungu.„  wiU  no 
doubt  find  in  them  the  lu.tre  of  fancy  couX  ;,U  tS: 
m.g.c  of  .tyle  but  they  wiU  fir.t  of  all  di«'«r  Wtin^ 

Tnt^tlof  ofT  "t"'*'  "  ""'""'  ^'«^«'-  -«^ 
mtuifon  of  the  nght  cour«  to  .teer  through  the  wind- 

ng.  of  Qmadian  politic    And  thi.  con.titate.  aTofty 

deal,  and  .t  wa.  thi.  ideal  which  f..hioned  Uurier  Llo 

the  great  Canadian  that  U  wa..    But  in  appr«:iatL  W° 

career,  ....  on  hi.  firm  and  dignified  attitade  in  1'  t* 

I.t.on.  of  Canada  „d    the    Mother    Country  tl»^^^^ 

attention  mu.t  be  focuued. 

"None  more  than  Uurier  admired  the  majeatic  in- 
.Wuhon.  of  ti.e  Briti.h  Empire,  where  uJ^Z^[ 
«...  nuracle  o  a  Gavan  Duffy,  a  Wilfrid  Uori^^TTo^! 
Botha  re.pect.vely  governing  Au.trJia,  CanadiL  AM^ 

aft«."'."J  t'  ~"°~'^»»  —V  «  •>•  -Mowed  to  «Id  that 
•fter  the  Tranavaal  war.  Sir  Wilfrid  Uurier  wa.  ™. 
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suited  in  torn  by  Cunpball-BamMmuui  and  by  General 
Botha  M  to  the  contemplated  South  African  Union  and 
that  both  these  stateunen  benefitted  by  his  vast  exper- 
ience. I  shall  never  forget  the  words  uttered  in  my 
presence  at  Cape  To«ni,  in  November,  1910,  by  the  Boar 
General:  'In  South  Africa,  two  names  are  particularly 
dear  to  us,  that  of  Campbell-Bannerman  and  that  of 
Wilfrid  Laurier.  To  those  two  men  we  owe  an  eternal 
debt  of  gratitude.' 

"At  the  several  Imperial  conferences  which  he 
attended— and  we  all  know  what  a  brilliant  role  he 
played  in  them — Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier,  whose  fiscal  policy 
had  tickled  the  pride  of  the  Mother  Country,  had  never- 
theless to  withstand  the  new  wave  which  was  just  then 
beginning  to  roll  from  London  into  the  Dominions.  This 
brilliant  dream  of  a  vast  Empire,  whose  centre  of  action 
would  be  Westminster,  could,  forsooth,  seduce  the 
leaders  of  British  politics,  but  Laurier  was  a  r.«ti«Ji..; 
first  and  last.  Our  country  having  disentangled  itself 
from  the  bonds  of  Colonialism,  had  gradually  conquered 
its  political  freedom,  through  the  extension  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  autonomy.  Knowing  the  exact  extent  of  our 
rights  and  duties,  he  boldly  and  sincerely  proclaimed  the 
principle  of  Imperial  unity  based  upon  local  liberties. 

"That  virile  attitude  was  to  him,  no  doubt,  the 
source  of  disappointments.  But  the  old  Premier  was  too 
much  of  a  philosopher  not  to  realize  that  impulses  cannot 
play  the  part  of  reason,  and  that  popularity  is  a  poor 
substitute  for  arguments. 

"Were  I  called  upon  to  define  the  outstanding 
qualities  of  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  as  a  statesman,  I  would 
say  that  his  moderation  was  a  ifa-iving  power  in  itself, 
his  gift  of  expression  a  shining  light,  and  that,  with  his 
mastery  of  oratory,  sound  judgment  and  common  sense 
outweighed  his  very  eloquence. 

"His  worthy  manner  of  living,  his  thorough  honesty, 
his  perfect  equanimity  through  the  worst  trials,  his 
of  a  better  Dominion,  all  sections  of  the  Canadian 
people,  reconciled  at   last   to   one  another  and  linked 
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baanty,  hU  loyalty  lo  frianda,  hi*  ditcreat  charity,  bat, 
abo'  •  all,  hi*  aloquance  axcrted  in  behalf  of  tha  down- 
tredJan,  all  thaaa  recall  in  many  reapect*  *ome  di*tinc- 
tiva  charactaristic*  of  Gladaton*  and  Lincoln. 

"We  thall  no  longer  have  before  our  eye*  thoae 
ralined  and  ari>tocratic  feature*  of  Laurier,  whoae  moat 
amiable  cmile  went  to  the  plebiar,  the  needy,  the  humble, 
the  lowly  and  the  feeble;  but  hi*  memory  made  immortal 
in  work*  of  bronie  and  marble  will  pa**  on  to  coming 
generation*  a*  one  of  the  greatest  embodiment*  of  virtue 
in  public  and  private  life,  a*  one  of  the  iineat  product* 
of  human-kind  in  the  la*t  century. 

"We,  hi*  follower*,  hi*  admirer*,  find  aolace  in  the 
thought  that  he  died  in  the  way  he  had  wi*hed  to  die. 
A*  the  Norman  knight*  of  old,  it  wa*  clothed  in  hi* 
armour  that  he  appeared  before  the  Supreme  Judge. 
Death,  the  aoother  of  all  auCFerine,  wa*  to  him  like  the 
declining  hour*  of  a  beautiful  day. 

"Before  cloaing  hi*  eye*  to  thing*  terre*trial,  he  had 
the  supreme  joy  of  aeeing  the  Allie*  victoriou*.  Ena- 
moured of  freedom  and  juatice,  he  witne**ed  the  downfall 
in  Europe  of  autocracy  and  it*  in*trument,  militariam, 
and  the  founding  on  their  ruin*  of  the  League  of 
Nation*. 

"A*  of  yore  at  Inkerman  and  it  Sebaitopol,  he  *aw 
our  two  great  mother  countrie*  clasping  hand*  and 
joining  their  force*  on  the  battle-field,  and  our  *ani  ru*h- 
ing  with  a  light  heart  to  meet  together  a  gloriou*  death 
and  take  their  full  ahare  of  lacrifice  and  victory. 

"Yaa,  he  waa  granted  that  aupreme  con*olation  of 
aeeing  France,  France  which  was  branded  a*  frivoloui, 
becauae  ahe  wa*  cheerful  atanding  before  the  whole 
world  as  an  example  of  endurance  and  fortitude,  and 
ahow  heraelf  to  the  oppreesed  what  *he  had  ever  been, 
the  ehield  of  civilization,  the  champion  of  right.  He 
beheld  England,  that  country  deemed  cold  and  aelf- 
eeeking,  *et  out  all  her  aails,  spend  lavishly  of  her  wealth, 
call  to  arma  all  her  children  to  reacue  the  world  from 
oppreaaion. 


Pa(e    Thirt]r-liT« 


"Th,  allUiice  of  thoM  two  (rut  powert,  msIwI  by 
f  !»•  p«mt  of  blood,  wu  upccuUy  ibw  to  hit  howt.  To 
liim  it  appouwl  Uka  tho  rainbow  which  braalu  throuth 
tha  cloud*,  and  which  is  daacribad  in  tha  Holy  Writ  a*  a 
mataancar  of  paace,  a  praaaga  of  bottar  dayi  to  all  man 
of  good  win. 

"Oh  Lauriarl  ahould  then  ramain  somathing  to  be 
dona  toward*  tha  faUUment  of  that  triumph  of  harmony 
and  good  will  which  you  have  to  paraistantly  atriven  to 
bring  about,  then  thoie  younger  Canadian*  who*e  teacher 
yoo  ware  will  in  turn  take  up  the  work  and  carry  it  to  it* 
full  completion.  They  wiU  pride  themaelTe*  in  following 
in  your  faat*tep*  along  the  rugged  and  endleu  path  of 
duty  which  you  have  opened  and  pointed  out  to  them. 

"And  now,  with  thi*  la*t  farewell,  allow  u*  to  mingle 
the  espreasion  of  our  deep  *en*e  of  gratitude.  We  are 
thankful  to  you.  Laurier,  for  having  ever  remained 
worthy  of  the  part  entrusted  to  you  t  »rovidence,  cince 
from  the  palace*  of  our  *overeign  »t  i  from  the  moat 
humble  farm  houae,  from  the  towering  cathedral  a*  well 
aa  from  the  •malleet  country  church,  there  aacand* 
towarda  heaven  the  aame  hymn  of  gratitude. 

"We  *ay  Farewell  and  we  thank  you.  We  thank 
you  for  having  thu*  gathered  around  you  your  own 
people,  the  de*cendant*  of  tho«e  Canadian*  of  old,  the 
laat  to  give  up  the  fight  in  that  laat  battle,  who  with 
*oul*  anguished  by  defeat,  eacorted  the  Marqni*  of 
Montcabn  from  the  gatea  of  Old  Quebec  to  the  Chateau 
Saint-Lonia,  on  the  night  foUowing  the  battle  on  the 
Plaina  of  Abraham.  We  thank  y..u  for  baring  lifted 
them  up  to  you  and  inrited  them  to  ahare  your  glory. 

"We  *ay  Farewell  and  we  thank  you.  We  thank 
you  for  the  ahining  memento  which  you  bequeathed 
to  the  hiatorian  at  large.  It*  brilliancy  will  not  fade. 
It  will  be  a  guiding  light  which  the  tempeat-beaten 
mariner  will  look  to.  It  will  be  a  column  of  fire  which 
will  guide,  on  their  march  towarda  the  promiaed  land 
of  a   better   Dominion,   all   aectiona   of   the 


P«a«  Thirty.Rtx 


locathw  by  tiM  bondi  of  .1  'Unloo  Mwr^*.' 

"F«r«,U.       do.,  ,o    ,o«r    rwti,,,    pUc.    uUd 

l»««n«,t  fol«,..  w.  AM.  n»ny  of  „^  con,«,:.,  ,o 
pp«y  in  Um  toncc.  of  yoar  .nctor..  Tb.  field  wl««i„ 
yon  b.,  whoM  tnuW  unbrac  y«.  r««y«|.  wiU  b.  U.ht 
lo  yoa.  For  it  i.  p«t  of  that  uUt.  Umd  wboM  bitlonr 
»  tbro.  e«.tan«  old  ud  wboM  motb«rly  womb  will 
•om.  d,,  co»«-  our  ■»«»»•»  witb  iu  yutnou  ud 
■liroud  our  notbintnoH  wilb  iU  poramity.    Adieu  " 


•••f*  Thlriy-MTn 


VHilfrib  laurter 

Cltci*  twitttn  en  itt  Ur  o(  Air  HUtrtb  l«utifr'i  ttith 
by  »t.  C.  9.  Jiratmt.  •ttabw 

Hall  pai<  BO  mora,  aor  ilioll  wo  bookworJ  fUato 
To  nolo  ogain  that  lovad.  commandiBf  form, 

Liko  aoma  fina  figura  of  chivalrout  Franca 

Round  which  man  ralliad  in  old  timat  of  aloraa. 

A  Bajrarj,  aaar  gallant  in  tha  (raji 

Luta  voieod,  a  man  of  magic  utlaranca  rara, 

What  wa>  tha  ipall,  tha  aaeral  of  hii  iwar— 
Tha  nobla  lifa,  tka  lilaar  of  hii  hair? 

Unaging  and  majaatic  aa  tha  pina, 

Tha  aTargraan  of  yauth  within  hia  loul, 

Tilting  young-haartod  with  that    oul  aikina, 
Ha  onward  bora  unto  hia  put  loaod  goal. 

With  har  ha  loaad  through  ahadowad  koura  and  gay. 

In  rara  eompanionahip  tha  auncat  road 
Ha  walkad  in  auch  falicity;  tka  way 

Saamad  roaa  hung,  and  tha  yaara  a  lightaoma  load. 

With  malica  unto  nona,  a'an  in  dafaat; 

Witk  ckarity  in  triumpk,  ka  kaa  atood. 
Broad  gauga  Canadian,  aftar  battla'a  kaat, 

SpaaUng  tka  languaga  of  wido  krotkarkood. 

Tha  inipiratioB  of  hia  aarylca  yal. 

Tha  charity,  tha  krotkarkood  ka  taugkt, 
Skall  ligkt  our  patkway  Ikougk  kia  aun  ka  aat. 

And  may  wa  kuild  aa  nobly  a>  ka  wrought. 

Now  Uaka  bagin,  naw  dutiaa,  naw  raaolvaa, 
For  Canada,  kit  land  and  oura,  wa  taka; 

And  ainca  auek  partinga  coma  aa  tlma  aTolyoa, 
Hia  apirit  watching,  wa  naw  pladgaa  maka. 

Tkougk  mula  kia  lipa,  tka  aaal  of  daatk  tkaraon, 
Wkila  man  ramambar  kow  ka  loaad  tkia  land, 

Hia  yoica  will  tound  a  Irumpat  laading  on— 

Croat  Haart,  adiau— bowad  at  tky  biar  wa  atand. 


Daar  Lady,  in  tka  aadnaia  of  tkia  kour — 
For  kim  wa  konor  aa  our  nobloat  aon. 

If  our  aflfaction  and  our  lova  bad  powor 

To  aoTo  tkaa  griaf,  wa'd  kaar  it,  ayaryono. 


Pago  Tkirty-aigkt 


"With   h*r   he  loved,   ihroufh   •h«daw«d   hoi 
Ii   rare   compinship   the   sunset   road." 


la  iBouQuet  of  Mabflotoer£! 

fln  intibtnt  w  W  tuenttrn  tour 


j|NE  of  the  mmt  chamiing  rardations  of  Sir 
Wilfrid's  tfaonglit  for  children  and  hit 
understanding  of  them,  occurred  on  his 
western  tour,  during  r.  reception,  on  a 
Manitoba  prairie.  An  eight-year-old  maid 
of  the  tiarrest  field  with  unadorned  straw 
bare  feet,  stood  lilce  the  publican  of  old. 
She  looked  with  wide  wondering  eyes  while 
a  more  fortunate  little  lady  in  fluffy  •ipatless  daintiness 
gave  the  great  man  a  beautiful  bouquet  of  roses.  She 
had  seen  him  kiss  her,  then  seperating  herself  from  the 
cheering  crowd,  she  gathered  a  little  ill  assorted  bunch 
of  prairie  flowers  and  wild  weed  blossoms,  then  edging 
her  way  back  through  the  throng,  she  had  almost  reached 
him  when  she  was  thrust  back  by  a  committeeman.  Tears 
sprang  to  her  eyes  for  an  instant,  the  processon  moved, 
there  was  a  break  in  the  line.  Sir  Wilfrid  turned.  The 
little  one  found  herself  almost  confronting  him.  Back 
into  the  crowd  she  sought  to  go  but  he  had  seen  her.  He 
stepped  toward  her.  "Were  you  good  enough  to  mean 
those  flowers  for  me,  little  tbl?"  he  asked,  with  a  smile. 
Half  frightened  she  thrust  them  toward  him.  He  bowed, 
took  them,  then  he  kissed  her,  drew  a  sprig  from  the 
bunch  and  fastened  it  on  the  lapel  of  his  coat.  When  the 
great  man  mounted  his  car  and  waved  his  hat  ta  the 
cheering  hundreds  there  was  one  happy  little  gurl  who 
feasted  her  eyes  upon  a  faded  wild  weed  blossom,  droop- 
ing on  his  breast. 


^e  lobeb  Canada 


**Tli«  d«>ir«  of  bii  lif«  was  to  promoto  harmony  batwaoa 
tb*  two  doninaat  raeas  in  Canada  and  on  all  occaaioB*  ha 
diractad  hi*  graat  inOuanca  toward*  thia  and.  Ha  ioTad  Canada 
mora  than  anything  aUo.** 

Paga  Thirty -nina 


^u!  iHeiuetage  to  |»ounB  Canaba 

"My  rouBl  fri«iul>,  |o  out  into  th«  worrd  lo  Hrric*.  Mak* 
tk*  kiibaat  thouiht  of  urTie*  your  intpiration.  ProbUms 
Ibar*  ar*— l>i(  problama.  To-raorrow,  tha  day  aftar  to-morrow, 
it  win  ba  your  turn  to  trappla  witb  tbam.  Sarra  God  and  your 
country.  Ba  firm  in  tba  ri(bt  ai  God  giyai  you  lo  lee  tha 
ri(hl.  You  may  not  alwaya  auccaad.  Prograis  ia  oftan  punc- 
tuatad  witb  rayaraai.  You  may  maat  ranraa— but  tba  follow- 
int  day  aUnd  up  again  and  ranaw  tba  conflict,  for  trutb  and 
juatica  abail  triumph  in  tba  and." 

—Speteh  to  YouHi/  Libtratt. 


